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power. He then tells the emperor, Krishnadevaraya,
about Sri Surendra Thirtha's greatness and suggests
receiving him with special honours. Accordingly, the
visiting saint was given a rousing welcome by the king.

Sri Surendra, though powerful through his spiritual
attainments, forgets himself when he sees the young
ascetic Sri Vishnu Thirtha and marvels how at that age
he looked so radiant, the face reflective of" profound
wisdom.

During that day's puja, Sri Vishnu Thirtha's
knowledge and learning is well gauged by Sri Surendra
Thirtha.

After puja, it was the time for taking food. Sri
Vyasaraja and Sri Surendra Thirtha of Vibhudendra
Mutt, are seated before the plantain leaves laid for
serving food.   Sri Surendra was wanting to tell
something, but holding himself in restraint every time.
Sri Vyasaraja did not fail to notice this. However, he
thought that Sri Surendra himself should be left to
initiate the dialogue and so uttered the customary words
of courtesy to the visiting saint, asking him, 'Can we
now  have  Thirtha  (Sanctified  water),  before
commencing to take our food?'

"No please, I want a holy offering to be made to me'
says Sri Surendra.

'Please ask me what you want and your desire will
befulfilled'.